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Our mission is to provide a mutually supportive and positive learning environment in which every member has the opportunity
to develop and practice communication and leadership skills which in turn foster self-confidence and personal growth.

We had good attendance - seventeen members and
guests (Cindy Breaman’s Mother, Sarah, and Step-
Father, Al, Judy Perez and David Martin (visiting
from TWU Spellbinders), and John Giordano). That’s
not bad for the meeting between Christmas and New
Year’s Eve.

Mary Giordano was our Toastmaster. The theme was
“Celebrating a New Year.” Mary can al-

ways be counted on for a surprise and she @
came through - she brought “sparking

cider” and gave us a toast at the end of

the meeting. She also gave us some of

the most “popular” new year resolutions.

They include: spend more time with family/friends,
go back to school, get in shape, travel, and quit smok-
ing.

The word of the day came from Bill
Milligan. It was “auld lang syne”. It
is a phrase that translated literally
means “old long since”. A more gram-
matically correct translation is “days
gone by”. It is apparently a “Scot’s”
saying that spread throughout the
British Isles. Beginning in 1929 band
leader Guy Lombardo began using
the song for New Year’s celebrations
(from Wikipedia)
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We two speakers:

Steve Liptak gave speech #2 for his Competent Com-
municator. His title was “How long does a slice of
history stay fresh.” He gave us some of his history
from 30 years ago - going to “Land Survivor” Training
as part of his Air Force training (which included a
stint in “POW Camp”). He described how he devel-
oped some tools to facilitate his escape. Thirty years
later he was able to get the book that provided inspi-
ration for his escape.

Jim Jameson was the backup speaker. He had a

challenge - the attendees would provide speech titles
and he would pick one and give a 5 to 7 minute
speech. His title was “Shape up or ship
out” (provided by Judy Perez). He describe the job he
had for Mobile Oil which had him sailing around the
world on a ship. What a brave thing to do (not only
sailing around the world but also giving an im-
promptu speech).

Cynthia Holleman was the Table Topics Master (she
got to spread the “joy of table topics” instead of hav-
ing to respond to one). She did a great job incorporat-
ing the meeting theme.

e Deb Liptak described what challenge she had in
2007 that will help her for 2008. It was joining
Toastmasters (the joining was the challenge).

e Toni Hendrick was asked to describe her perfect
New Year’s Eve party. It would be hanging with
friends (which she will be doing this coming holi-
day).

e Bill Milligan was asked about any resolutions he
would be making for the new year. He refuses to
make resolutions for the new year.

e Chris Nichols was asked if he had any resolutions
related to his immediate family. Spend more
time with his wife (she works a late shift so they
don’t get to spend as much time together as he
would like). He would also spend more e
time with his other family members
(though they don’t live that far away....tsk
tsk tsk).
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e (Cindy Breaman was to mimic her fa- v\s
vorite character that relates to Christ- \/(J“ )
Cindy tried to mimic “Frosty the Snow- :
got into the spirit and began humming “Froooosty
the Snowman, was a jolly.....”

N’/
mas (what a devilish table topic).
man.” Some of the audience members
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Nothing to report.
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We will ! )
5 )  ((the library has something going on in
the room). We may be meeting with the Texas

Wesleyan University club (more information to come
so stay tuned).

A motion was accepted by the club to (

' & (the cost would be under $50.00
for 1000 cards. This is pretty darn cheap compared to
doing it ourselves). The cards will be used as a mar-
keting tool (to hand out at Keller Chamber of Com-
merce events and at other events). Some design op-
tions will be sent out for people to review (separate
email will be forthcoming in the next day or two).

Remember that a new round of contests are coming.
The club contest will probably be in February or very
early March. The contests are and the
0 (. If you wish to compete
please contact Toni Hendrick. If you need more infor-
mation about either contest please feel free to contact
Toni Hendrick, Rick Sharon, David Watkins, or Cindy
Breaman.

If you have an issue with how the club is working or a
suggestion to improve the club please talk with an
officer. He or she will bring it up at an Executive Of-
ficer meeting for discussion. OR you can bring a mo-
tion before the club (you may want to discuss this
with an officer to be sure you have a properly worded
motion and you are prepared to discuss the advan-
tages of your motion).
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Cindy Warmbrodt-Breaman

Sanjay Kumar
Diana Patton

Jon Atwood
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Provided by David Brooks
1990 World Champion of Public Speaking
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3 )., A very effective speak-
ing technique is to use stories (preferably personal
ones) to make and support a point you wish to make.
In a five to seven minute speech you can use three
points/stories to effectively get your message across.
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& ° . Using words or mental images that can
conjure these emotions in your audience will increase
the impact of your speech.
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)} 1 ) ° ., Many people
say, “I don’t have any ideas for a speech” or “gee,
where do you find your ideas?” Many advanced
Toastmasters or professional speakers will create and
keep a story file.

They will be reading a newspaper or magazine or see
something on TV and will say, “Hey, that is very in-
teresting - that might come in handy for a speech.”
Or, as they go through life, will write down the excit-
ing or poignant things that happen to them.

All of these stories and events go into a personal file
that these speakers will then use to craft future
speeches and presentations. For my International
Speech a few years ago I had three personal events
from my past (one from 1989) that I used to get my
point across - though apparently not very well since I
didn’t win District. Of course, I'm not bitter or upset.
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Keller Communicators web site:
http://keller.freetoasthost.org/

District 25 web site:
http://www.d25t0astmasters.org

Toastmasters International web site:
http://www.toastmasters.org

Greater Keller Chamber of Commerce (we will be

appearing there soon):
http://www.kellerchamber.com/




