
March 20 Meeting Notes 

Attendance was pretty low.  Only twelve were in at-

tendance.  We had some cancellations and did a little 

scrambling to find people to fill the roles. 

Sanjay Kumar was our Toastmaster for the meet-

ing.  The theme of the meeting was “Earth, Wind, 

and Fire.”  Sanjay used this theme to introduce a 

new word - “mash up”.  This basically means combin-

ing “things” from more than one source into an inte-

grated “something.”   

The word of the day was provided by Rick Sharon.  

It was “terrestrial”.   It is a noun or an adjective.   It 

has several meanings: 

1a) of or relating to the earth or inhabitants.  

b) mundane in scope or character. 

2a) of or relating to land as distinct from air or 

water.  b) living on or in or gorwing from land. 

3) belonging to the class of planets that are like 

the earth 

We had two speakers.   

Tory Hanlen gave her icebreaker speech.  She hails 

from Brooklyn, New York and is working on her PhD.  

Hopefully we will learn more in an upcoming “New 

Member Profile” (hint, hint). 

Jon Atwood gave a speech concerning debt.  He pro-

vided a simple and common sense plan to either avoid 

debt or to get out of it (on average Americans spend 

more than they make). 

Some ideas were: have a $1000 emergency fund, pay 

off debt, have a budget, save three to six months ex-

penses, save for retirement, etc. 

Table Topics were provided by Cynthia Holleman.   

• If Rick Sharon had the power to change any-

thing about the earth what would it be.  It ap-

pears he would like to change politicians (or ask a 

Supreme Being to take them away). 
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• Jim Jameson was ask which of the four ele-

ments we could do without.  After some soul 

searching, he thought maybe fire (though the 

world would be pretty dull without it). 

• David Watkins was asked which season would 

he chose to hate.  After some soul searching of his 

own, he thought maybe “fall”. 

• Steve Liptak was asked which of “wind and fire” 

matches his personality.  He said wind (since he 

was a pilot). 

Club/Area/District News 

DUES ARE DUE (April 1st)!  If you haven’t paid 

your dues please do so.  Contact Chris Nichols for the 

amount.   

The Division A Contests are on April 19th.  They 

will be held in the BNSF Viewing Gallery (pretty neat 

place if you’ve never been there).  Scott Lewis will 

be representing Keller Communicators. 

The District Spring Conference is also approach-

ing.  It will be held May 2nd and 3rd.  The winners 

of the International Speech and Tall Tale Contests 

will eventually compete here.  More to follow or head 

to the District 25 web site to learn more. 

If you have any questions or issues that you feel 

should be addressed please contact one of the officers.  

We have an executive officer meeting on the first 

Thursday of the month. 

 



Web Sites of Interest 

Keller Communicators web site: 

      http://keller.freetoasthost.org/ 

District 25 web site: 

      http://www.d25toastmasters.org 

Toastmasters International web site: 

      http://www.toastmasters.org 

Greater Keller Chamber of Commerce: 

      http://www.kellerchamber.com/  
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statement: 

Introduction: “The leading cause of death to preg-

nant women is murder.” 

Conclusion:  “So while the leading cause of death to 

pregnant women is murder, there are steps…..” 

One caution she had was to be sure if you use a ques-

tion for the introduction, make sure it is an open 

ended question, not a yes or no question.  A yes or no 

question may cause the listener to mentally say “yes” 

or “no” and then not listen to the speech. 

Read the article (and the rest of the magazine) to 

learn more!!!!! 

From Hello to Goodbye 
by Sally Paige Kahle (The Toastmaster, 3/2008) 

Ms. Kahle answers the question “how do you craft an 

introduction that captures the audience’s attention 

and makes them eager for more?”  She uses the 

“hamburger” analogy - the body of the speech is like 

the meat, the buns are the opening and the conclu-

sion.  The opening and conclusion should follow the 

same pattern.  For example, if you open with a ques-

tion, refer to the exact same question in the conclu-

sion. 

The magazine article has several examples (though 

the author says that this is not a complete list). 

For example, use a thought-provoking or intriguing 
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