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August 21 Meeting Notes 

We had 16 attendees.  We had one guest - JonScot 

Atwood’s daughter, Madeleine, visited again. 

Steve Liptak was our Toastmaster 

for the meeting.  The theme of the 

meeting was  “Bad Poetry.”  Steve 

was dressed in black, including a 

black beret, as he read some “bad 

poetry”.  We gave the appropriate 

applause to the reading - snapping 

our fingers instead of clapping our 

hands.  To help get us in the mood, he rhymed as he 

introduced the helpers. 

The word of the day, “prattle”, was provided by 

Suzie Donskey.  It is a verb or a noun that means 

(per Merriam-Webster’s on-line dictionary): 

1. to utter or make meaningless sounds suggestive 

of the chatter of children (verb),  
2. trifling or empty talk, a sound that is meaning-

less, repetitive, and suggestive of the chatter of 

children (noun). 

We had two speakers: 

Deb Liptak gave speech number 

nine (Persuade with Power) from the 

basic CC manual.  Her title was  

“Reading Instruction”.  She talked 

about an “old” method of teaching 

called “direct instruction.”  Schools, 

including those in our area, are spending lots of 

money yet are showing little for it.  More money 

spent, less results.  One reason may be that the cur-

rent methods of instruction are not helping.  This is 

where “Direct Instruction” could come in.  Schools 

that use it show great improvement.  An article about 

this and a study that proves its worth can be found 

at: 

http://www.jefflindsay.com/EducData.shtml 

 

August 21, 2008 
Diana Patton gave speech 

number five (Your Body 

Speaks) from the basic CC 

manual.  Her title was 

“Your biggest fan.”  She 

started with how Michael 

Phelps’ mother is his biggest 

fan (if you don’t know who Mr. Phelps is, check news 

of the Olympics).  She went on to describe how she 

was her daughter Erin’s biggest fan, through the good 

times (gymnastics, softball, synchronized swimming, 

band) and bad (diagnosed with Lupus, but in remis-

sion).  Today it has gone full circle and her daughter 

is Diana’s biggest fan. 

David Watkins was the Table Topics Master.  Strug-

gling to come up with table topics he provided the 

following opportunities: 

• Rick Sharon was asked by PETA to 

write a poem for an animal that re-

ceives little respect.  The title was to be 

“Ode to Skunk.”  He actually read a 

poem called “Ode to flat tire” which is what he 

had on the way to the meeting. 

• Toni Hendrick was approached by 

Wheat Growers Association, National 

Bread Makers, and the National Lunch-

eon Meat Association and asked to cre-

ate a poem called “Ode to Sandwich”.  

She gave an excellent “off-the-cuff” and rhyming 

poem.” 

• Suzie Donskey was to create a poem 

called “Ode to Sanitation Worker/

Engineer”.  Her poem expressed the 



Web Sites of Interest 

Keller Communicators web site: 

      http://keller.freetoasthost.org/ 

District 25 web site: 

      http://www.d25toastmasters.org 

Toastmasters International web site: 

      http://www.toastmasters.org 

Greater Keller Chamber of Commerce: 

      http://www.kellerchamber.com/  

follow. 

Impromptu vs. Extemporaneous 
from Speaking Your Way to the Top, M. Brody 

We some times use impromptu and extemporaneous 

interchangeably.  However, Marjorie Brody describes 

them as two different delivery styles. 

Impromptu, also known as off-the-cuff-speeches, are 

given on the spur of the moment (like our table topic 

responses).  There is no planning, except for maybe a 

few seconds while you gather your thoughts.  The 

secret to success at impromptu speaking is to 

“RELAX” and let your knowledge of the subject work 

for you [in Toastmasters, the table topics section 

helps you learn to relax, especially for really off-the-

wall questions.  Thus you are better prepared for 

real-world situations.  Be sure to look for the meeting 

theme and think of some related questions to help 

prepare for impromptu responses. - Ed]. 

Extemporaneous speeches are planned, prepared, 

and practiced.  They are polished presentations that 

may be given at any time, but they are never exactly 

the same (this is the style most normally used by 

speakers).  You may use an outline or notes, but it is 

never written out. 

It may sound spontaneous, but it isn’t.  Each and 

every detail has been planned in advance, including 

anecdotes and illustrations.  Because what is said is 

planned, it can be changed around to adapt to each 

individual audience each time you give the presenta-

tion. 

These are two of the five delivery styles that Ms. 

Brody outlines.  The other three are: 

• expromptu - combination of impromptu and ex-

temporaneous.  It is prepared but not practiced. 

• manuscript - where each word is written down 

and the speech is basically read word for word 

(e.g., technical presentations). 

• memorized - just what it sounds like.  It is 

memorized and delivered like an actor delivers 

his lines. 

gratitude she has for them as they come by 

weekly and pick up the garbage (which contains 

the little presents that her two large dogs leave in 

the yard - enough said). 

• Jennifer Bevans was to create a 

speech called “Ode to Lawyers”.  

She provided very “positive” ele-

ments in her poem.  This was also 

her first Table Topic (she spoke 

past the green light).  Way to go Jennifer. 

Club/Area/District News 

The club Humorous Speech and Evaluation con-

tests are planned for our next meeting.  Deb Liptak 

is asking for volunteers (not just contestants but also 

helpers for the club contest).  If you want to compete 

or want to help please let her know.  Since the area 

only has four clubs, the top two competitors from our 

club can go to area. 

Please be on time for the Contest!!!! 

We believe we may have achieved another Distin-

guished Club Goal with John King’s members.  We’ll 

have to check to be sure. 

Motion was made and seconded to have an “Email 

Blast” sent out to the Keller Chamber of Commerce 

membership (since we are a member in good standing 

of the Chamber).  The blast normally costs $50.    

Karen Finn reminded the Vice President of Public 

Relations that our first blast is free so he will be sure 

of that before spending the $50 (Thanks Karen).  The 

club voted to sponsor the blast.  It will go out after 

the beginning of the school year. 

Motion was made and seconded to purchase complete 

sets of education modules.  Total cost was around 

$150 or so (didn’t mark it down).  Motion was ap-

proved. 

Toni Hendrick announced that we would have a 

membership contest starting in September and would 

run through the end of November. 

Area Contest will be held on September 26. More to 
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Theme Contest (Humorous/Evaluation) 

Next Week’s Major Players 
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Keller Communicators Club Speech Contests 
 

Thursday, August 28, 2008 6:30 pm to 7:40 pm 

Keller Public Library 

640 Johnson Rd. Keller, TX 
                                                                 

 

 

Speech Evaluation Contest: 
 

 
 

• Prepare a 2 to 3 minute evaluation of a 5 to7 minute test speech   
• Be a member in good standing and maintain eligibility at all levels of any the contest 

 

 

 

Humorous Speech Contest: 
 

 
 

• Prepare a 5 to 7 minute humorous speech 
• Be a member in good standing and maintain eligibility at all levels of any contest 

 

 

Volunteers needed: 
• A Chief Judge 
• Five  Judges 
• Three Counters 
• Two Timers 
• Two Sergeant at Arms 
• A Target Speaker                                     

 

        Contact: Deb Liptak, 817-656-1997 daliptak@sbcglobal.net 


